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Description automatically generated]ENGLAND ATHLETICS LIMITED 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

11.00am Saturday 21st November 2026 at

Hilton NEC, Pendigo Way, Birmingham, B40 1PP

AGENDA 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk170208076]To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 29th November 2025.

2. Matters arising from the minutes.

3. To receive the Directors’ Report of the Activities of the Company during the year ended 31st March 2026. 

· To include a report from a Member-elected Director.

· To receive an address from the Chair of the England Council

· To receive an address from the Chair of Audit & Assurance Committee.

4. To receive a presentation of the Company’s Financial Statements for the financial year ended 31st March 2026.

5. To appoint the Company’s Auditors, Buzzacott, for the financial year ending 31st March 2027 and delegate agreement of their remuneration to the Board.

6. To confirm the appointment of Sami Smithson as Chair of the Company from the conclusion of this agenda item through to the 2030 AGM.

Biography:	Sami has dedicated her life and career to sport, inclusion and leadership. A former international judoka, she represented Great Britain from 1992 to 2004, winning a European Team silver medal. In 2026, she returned to competition after a 14-year break to win the World Masters Judo Championship title in the under-57kg category.

Sami served for 18 years in the Royal Air Force, rising to the rank of Squadron Leader and undertaking operational tours in Afghanistan and Iraq. She has since held senior leadership roles across sport, specialising in safeguarding, inclusion and wellbeing, including with the British Judo Association, Welsh Judo Association and Team England at the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games. She has also led Great Britain's delegation at two Virtus Games.

Alongside her national and international sporting work, Sami is Chair and Managing Director of Accrington Stanley Women FC.
As incoming Chair of England Athletics, Sami is passionate about ensuring athletics and running remain welcoming, inclusive and accessible, helping more people to experience the benefits of the sport at every stage of their journey, from grassroots participation through to international success.


7. [bookmark: _Hlk178848818]To confirm the appointment of Chris Conway as Director of the Company through to the 2030 AGM. 

Biography:	Chris has been a Trustee at Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby since 2020 and has held the position of Senior Independent Director since late 2024. 

A keen runner, Chris is a Chartered Management Accountant (ACMA) and Chartered Secretary and has held a number of senior finance roles across the charitable, sporting and corporate sectors. He is presently Director of Organisational Services at the national charity the National Childbirth Trust (NCT). 

After 12-years in senior middle office roles in corporate banking at the start of his career, Chris transitioned to the sporting sector. In the UK, he has held senior finance roles at Commonwealth Games England, British Rowing and Badminton England. Prior to that, he was in diverse roles at Rugby Australia, Queensland Rugby and Sport Australia. 

8. To confirm the appointment of Robert Tansey as Director of the Company through to the 2030 AGM. 

Biography:	Robert’s background is in marketing and he spent the majority of his career at Sky, during which he was a key architect of Sky’s partnership with British Cycling and Chairman of Team Sky, inspiring over 1m more Britons to cycle regularly and providing 3 British winners of the Tour de France. He is currently the Chairman of Brothers & Sisters, one of the UK’s 10 biggest independently owned advertising agencies, and which specializes in sports and entertainment brands. 

Inspired by the Coe/Ovett rivalry, he started running at Primary school in the early 80s and is still a keen competitor at anything from 5k to 50 miles. He has recently taken up fell running and sits on the Committee of Keswick AC.

9. To confirm the appointment of Jim Buckle for a second term as Director of the Company through to the 2030 AGM.

Biography: 	Jim is currently Chief Financial Officer of recipe kit business, Gousto. Since qualifying as a Chartered Accountant with KPMG in 1991, Jim has spent the majority of his career in senior finance and general management roles at consumer-orientated businesses, ranging from large corporates such as the BBC and Dell Computers to earlier stage businesses such as LOVEFiLM, Wiggle, Feelunique and Gousto.
Jim has been a recreational runner for over 40 years, taking part in events ranging from 200m to marathons and is a qualified Leader in Running Fitness.  Jim became involved in club athletics in 2016 when his children joined St Mary’s Richmond AC, firstly as a parent, then as competitor and subsequently as club Treasurer and cross country team manager. Aside from athletics, Jim is a lifelong supporter of Grimsby Town Football Club.


10. Special Resolution: That the draft regulations appended to the notice of AGM be adopted as the Articles of Association of the Company in substitution for and the exclusion of all the existing Articles of Association.
 



Notes:

1. Copies of the Company’s audited Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March 2026 are available on the Company’s website, along with all other related documents.

2. As a Member of the Company, you are entitled to appoint a proxy to exercise all or any of your rights to attend, speak and vote at the Meeting. You can only appoint a proxy using the procedures set out in the proxy form.

3. The notes to the proxy form (and the additional notes document) explain how to direct your proxy to vote on each resolution or you can withhold your vote by abstaining. 

4.  All proxies must be sent by email to EnglandAthleticsAGM@muckle-llp.com or by post to Muckle LLP, F.A.O. Alison Jones, Time Central, 32 Gallowgate, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4BF and, in each case, must be received by 11am on Thursday 19th November 2026.
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